WITH LOVE WE REMEMBER

Benjie Thomas

2 JUNE 1946 - 22 OCTOBER 2026




Akatarawa Cemetery, Upper Hutt
Friday, 23 October 2026 at 11.00am

Officiating: Sam Onnes

Welcome & Opening Words

A Reading from Ben's Autobiography

Sharing Ben's own words and
the beginning of his story.
Read by Clare

Family Tribute

Scripture Readings
Proverbs 20:7

“The just man walketh in bis integrity:

his children are blessed after him.”
Proverbs17: 6
“Children’s children are the crown of
old men; and the glory of children
are their fathers.”

A Poem for Ben
Immortality by Clare Harner
Led by Clare
Memories & Open Tributes
A Moment of Reflection

Closing Words & Farewell

Closing Music

Immortality
(Do Not Stand By My Grave and Weep)

Do not stand
By my grave, and weep,
I am not there,
I do not sleep -

[ am the thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints in Snow.
[ am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle, autumn rain.

As you awake with morning's hush,
I am the swift, up-flinging rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight.

I am the day transcending night.

Do not stand
By my grave, and cry -
I am not there,
I did not die.
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